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MTAP Presents an Incubator Reading of 

The Humble Rapture of MARY ANNING, "Princess of Paleontology" 

(who sold seashells by the seashore) 

 

Pittsburgh, PA—October 20, 2018. MTAP—Musical Theatre Artists of Pittsburgh announces          

the Incubator reading of the first act of an original musical, The Humble Rapture of MARY                

ANNING, "Princess of Paleontology" (who sold seashells by the seashore), on Sunday,            

December 16, 2018 at 8:00 - 10:00pm at the Charles Gray Auditorium inside Pittsburgh CLO               

Academy. Written by Laurie Klatscher (book, lyrics and music), directed by Laurie’s own husband              

Gregory Lehane, and music directed by Douglas Levine, the musical tells the story of Mary               

Anning, a humbly born English girl, best known as the subject of the tongue-twister beginning               

"She sells seashells by the seashore", who was in fact one of the greatest paleontologists of all                 

time. The show journeys through her life from being struck by lightning as a baby, to her death                  

from breast cancer at the age of 47. It is a tale of inspired persistence, of what can be lost, and                     

rediscovered.  

The Act I reading is free and open to the public; MTAP encourages online reservations at:                

https://www.artful.ly/store/events/16535. Featured performers for this reading include Billy        

Hartung, Ethan Saks, Leon Zionts, and Natalie Hatcher, who will read the role of Mary Anning.                

Ensemble members include Betsy Lawrence, Laura Barletta, Chris Morriss, and Erich Lascek. 

About the Author 

Laurie Klatscher (book, lyrics and music) is an actor, playwright and songwriter. Laurie’s songs              

have been performed at SWAN Day (“Bittersweet”), Hot Metal Musicals and Britsburgh’s Music             
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by Moonlight (“The Proof is in the Pudding” and “Kiss the Cook”). She was invited to perform                 

her work at the Dramatists Guild’s In Their Own Voices, and City Theatre kindly created a                

writer’s residency in support of this project. The Humble Rapture of MARY ANNING,             

“Princess of Paleontology” (who sold seashells by the seashore) is Laurie’s first full length play               

and first musical and the first Act will be shown to the public for feedback. Ms. Klatscher has                  

been living and working in Pittsburgh with husband Gregory Lehane for the past 26 years; she                

was named PPG Performer of the Year 2011 and was featured as Emelye in 22 episodes of the                  

series OUTSIDERS. This coming year she will be in PPT’s The Tempest and Indecent, and City                

Theatre’s The Roommate.  

About the Show 

Thrust into the 19th-century world of one of the greatest female paleontologists of all time, we                

journey with Mary Anning-- a girl who sold seashells by the seashore -- from the cliffs of Lyme                  

Regis where she resides with her dog, Tray, to Deep Time where beautiful monsters await, and                

into the not-so-distant past where she seeks her lost Father and siblings. This surprising tale of the                 

humble, brilliant, vibrant and grieving English girl at odds with, but also deeply linked to,               

“gentlemen” scientists in an era of Scientific Wonder, brings us closer to this curious and               

relatively unknown fossil hunter.  

 

About MTAP 

MTAP’s focus is new musicals, and it seeks to foster collaboration between musical theatre artists               

in the region and create opportunities for the development, presentation, and production of new              

musical theatre. MTAP is an inclusive organization, and prospective members, whether writers,            

composers, musicians, performers, managers or producers, are always welcome at meetings, in            

person which are held monthly at the Wightman School Community Building in Squirrel Hill or               

online via Zoom. Visit http://mtap.weebly.com/ for more information, including dates of meetings            

and bios of some of MTAP’s active members. MTAP—Musical Theatre Artists of Pittsburgh is a               

sponsored project of Fractured Atlas, a non-profit service organization. 
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MTAP gratefully acknowledges the support of The Heinz Endowments’ Small Arts Initiative,            

whose support makes this reading possible. The Heinz Endowments is devoted to the mission of               

helping our region prosper as a vibrant center of creativity, learning, and social, economic and               

environmental sustainability. Core to its work is the vision of a just community where all are                

included and where everyone who calls southwestern Pennsylvania home has a real and             

meaningful opportunity to thrive. MTAP also gratefully thanks the tremendous cooperation and            

support of the Pittsburgh CLO. 

 

Event Listing Details: 

Who: MTAP-Musical Theatre Artists of Pittsburgh 

What: Incubator Reading - Act I of The Humble Rapture of MARY ANNING, "Princess of 

Paleontology" (who sold seashells by the seashore) 

 

Where: Pittsburgh CLO Academy, 130 CLO Academy Way, Pittsburgh, PA 15122 

When: Sunday, December 16, 2018, at 8:00 pm 

Cost: Free and Open to the Public 

 

Reservations encouraged: Event Page to RSVP is https://www.artful.ly/store/events/16535 
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